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“The illustrative experiences and lessons on community-based adaptation 
in this book provide a foundation for enhancing south-south knowledge 
sharing and building of institutional frameworks for financing and scaling 
up community-based adaptation. Building the resilience of households and 
communities at the forefront of the impact of climate change must be inte-
gral to Africa’s sustainable economic transformation. This book shows what 
has worked, what challenges remain to be addressed and how to scale up 
successful practices. It is a must read.” 

Professor Kevin Chika Urama, Senior advisor to the President on Energy, 
Green Growth and Climate Change, African Development Bank

 

“A fundamental problem in climate policy is finding ways to integrate a 
global and national issue with the management of diverse local risks and 
vulnerabilities. This timely and insightful book provides new evidence from 
community case studies. These help to demonstrate how the measurement 
and implementation of adaptation across varied communities can make 
essential contributions in conceptual and institutional contexts. The case 
studies also facilitate improved implementation and effective financial al-
locations.”

Ian Burton, Emeritus Professor, University of Toronto

“The impacts of climate change fall mostly on poor and vulnerable com-
munities in developing countries and effective adaptation is a requisite for 
their survival. This book suggests a credible approach to implementing and 
measuring effective adaptation in developing contexts.” 

Sokona Youba, Special Advisor for Sustainable Development at 
South Centre and also Honorary Professor at UCL.
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Our understanding of what community-based adaptation (CBA) is and 
what it is not has significantly increased over the last few years. This is thanks 
to growing research and stakeholder engagement such as through the annual 
CBA conferences organized by the International Institute for Environment 
and Development (IIED), the African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) 
and a wide array of partners. Over my seven years’ experience overseeing 
climate  change adaptation projects in Africa and Asia under two flagship 
programmes (CCAA, 2009 – 2012; CARIAA, 2013 to-date), I have come across 
numerous cases that demonstrate what works and what does not for CBA in 
both continents. 

Based on this experience, I find that this book uniquely draws rich evidence 
from empirical cases in an effort to strengthen the CBA narrative. It features 
a wide array of stakeholders experiences from different sectors and profes-
sions, hence presenting an inclusive perspective for CBA. It has four themes: 
a) Conceptual context of CBA; b) Institutional context of CBA; c) Implemen-
tation context of CBA; and d) Financial context for CBA. The themes collec-
tively challenge the common view that CBA is a narrow, local-focused agen-
da with little potential to address the broader magnitude of climate change. 
Instead, the contributors present the argument that CBA provides a tool for 
governing the devolution of adaptation policies, technologies and resources 
to the local level and aligning these to local needs, priorities and knowledge. 

The conceptual context of the book provides useful insights on what CBA 
really means in the wider adaptation context. Specifically, discussions focus 
on diverse forms of communities constituting CBA and their interconnected-
ness across global, regional, national and subnational levels. Interconnected 
communities inform the institutional context where various actors play. The 
conceptual theme reveals the value of CBA as a tool for leveraging national 
and global resources, technologies and capacities for undertaking robust and 
feasible adaptation on the ground. The implementation context for CBA pres-
ents strong evidence based on how interventions are operationalized within 
very complex local systems including heterogeneous communities, percep-
tions, beliefs and existing interventions, all of which influence the effective-
ness of implementing and measuring CBA. Finally, the book provides critical 
insights on how financial options for CBA could provide means of implemen-
tation, institutional building and technological development for adaptation. 
A critical challenge, however, remains on how best to devolve climate change 
finances – whether from the UNFCCC, non-UNFCC multilateral and bilat-
eral sources, as well as national budgetary allocations in a manner that en-

Foreword
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hances the amount and quality of resources available to local communities. In 
this, the book presents perspectives and lessons on how CBA can help govern 
a reasonable share of adaptation funds to support on-the-ground actions that 
in turn strengthens the effectiveness of CBA in line with national and global 
climate change agenda. 

Overall, the book is timely and useful for a wide range of audiences in-
cluding researchers, students and development actors, among others. Spe-
cifically, the book is a source of knowledge to diverse stakeholders in devel-
oping countries, especially on options for domesticating provisions of the 
Paris Agreement into the national and local contexts. It is my hope that the 
numerous lingering institutional, financial and technological opportunities 
associated with CBA will finally be unlocked upon reading this book. 

Evans Kituyi 
Senior Programme Specialist, Agriculture and Environment 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa 
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